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e — President’s Corner: Congratulations to the

College of Alameda Class of 2024!

Congratulations to the College of Alameda Class of 2024! We are incredibly
proud of all that you have accomplished, and we cannot wait to see the
incredible things you will achieve in the years to come. On behalf of the
faculty, staff, and administration of the College of Alameda, | extend our
warmest wishes for your continued success and happiness. May you go forth
with confidence, courage, and an unwavering belief in your ability to make a
positive impact on the world.
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Dr. Pamela Luster, Acting Presidenf
College of Alameda The 2024 CoA Commencement will take place on Friday, May 24, 2024, at 3

p.m. at the CoA Soccer Field. A photographer will be capturing public relations pictures as well as graduate
portraits before and during the ceremony. The ceremony will be recorded for later viewing on Peralta TV.
Please note that a live stream of the ceremony will not be available. In the event of rain, the ceremony will
take place inside the College of Alameda Gym.

For any additional questions or inquiries, please feel free to contact Director of Student Activities and
Campus Life, Kawanna Rollins, at krollins@peralta.edu. Following the ceremony, there will be a reception
on May 24, 2024, at 4:30 PM in the Gym, offering light refreshments, appetizers, and photo opportunities!

For more information, please Once again, congratulations to
COA’s Class of 2024 on this momentous achievement, and we look forward to celebrating with you on your
special day!

Updates include the college adopting IT standards to make it easier for college employees to order and

implement technology, we are working with the district on the 2024-2025 budget, we are assessing spaces

The mission of the College of Alameda is to serve the educational needs of its diverse community by providing
comprehensive and flexible programs and resources to empower students to achieve their goals.
Page 1


http://alameda.edu/students/commencement/

across campus to align the college’s five-year state Construction plan and Measure G projects, and excited to
finish up hiring for the semester. Stay tuned for more information in the next few weeks.

Sincerely,

@/} L@fc;mz)/((/ %A/@/"
Dr. Pamela Luster
Acting President
College of Alameda

Photos from left: Acceso team greets students. Counselor meets with family members, and Aviation Program engages to students.

COA’s Career Discovery Day Bridges Gap Between High School and
College Success

On April 19, 2024, College of Alameda (CoA) welcomed over 350 high school students from the Oakland
Unified School District (OUSD) to its campus for a another transformative Career Discovery Day. This
event, organized by CoA's Career Education Division, showcased the college's robust Career Technical
Education (CTE) programs alongside special programs, including Extended Opportunities Programs and
Services (EOPS), Cooperative Agencies Resources for Education (CARE), California Work Opportunity and
Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKSs), Next Up, and SALAAM.

Under the direction of CTE Dean Dr. Eva Jennings, Emiliano Sanchez, Coordinator of CTE Trades and
Apprenticeships at OUSD, played a pivotal role in rallying students and coordinating logistical details for the
event. Special recognition goes to Career Education Coordinator Donna A. Jones, who orchestrated Career
Discovery Day for CoA, alongside Staff Assistant Vincent Catacutan, Senior Storekeeper Selwyn
Montgomery, Brandon Lai, and Associated Student Government President Natay Myers. The event's
success was further bolstered by the dedication of CoA's faculty, supervisors, student services, custodial
staff, and classified professionals.

The collaborative effort of CoA's EOPS, CARE, CalWORKSs, Next Up, and SALAAM Programs teams, led
by EOPS Staff Assistant Brian Donato, EOPS Clerical Assistant Jeremiah Poti, and dedicated student
workers, ensured a seamless experience for visiting high school students. These programs provided vital
support for foster youth, first-generation students, student parents, and Equity Programs, with a particular
focus on including Southwest Asian and North African (SWANA) students from West and East Oakland.
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On a sunny day filled with music, breakfast, and lunch, OUSD students participated in a campus-wide
scavenger hunt. This interactive activity not only familiarized them with CoA's departments and buildings
but also led them to program information booths, staffed by CoA students. At the EOPS front desk and the
welcome center, personalized assistance was offered to students as they explored CoA's majors and
programs, bridging the gap between high school and college aspirations.
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EOPS, CARE, CalWORKs, Next UP, and SALAAM team members participate in the éth Annual Oakland Creative Expo.

EOPS, CARE, CalWORKs, Next UP, and SALAAM Programs Shine at 5th
Annual Oakland Creative Expo

On April 20, 2024, the College of Alameda and its dedicated programs—EOPS, CARE, CalWORKSs, Next
UP, and SALAAM—yparticipated in the vibrant atmosphere of the 5th Annual Oakland Creative Expo held at
Old Oakland.

Amidst the bustling crowds, CoA’s dynamic team engaged with event-goers, showcasing the college's
programs and encouraging enrollment, especially through concurrent and dual enrollment opportunities.
Their interactions with adult learners, many of whom expressed concerns about returning to college after
years away, underscored the importance of community outreach and support.

This event, which welcomed local middle and high school art programs, including the renowned Oakland
School of Arts and various visual arts departments within the Oakland Unified School District (OUSD),
including McClymonds High School Art Programs, provided an enriching platform for community
engagement and artistic expression.

Among the team representing CoA were Fathia Mohamed, Academic Counselor for EOPS, Next UP, and
SALAAM, Jeremiah Poti, EOPS Clerical Assistant, and Louie Martirez, Project Manager for EOPS,
CARE, CalWORKSs, Next UP, and SALAAM Programs. Their presence at the Expo contributed to the
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event's success, attracting approximately 1,000 community members from diverse districts of Oakland,
including Chinatown, West Oakland, and Old Oakland.

Participating in community events, like the Oakland Creative Expo, provides valuable opportunities for COA
to welcome, engage, and empower learners from all walks of life on their educational journeys.

/ ‘, ' . N . ® VA $ AN : = |
/4 Bt Ty /.‘ SN \ : g0",
COA’s Student Services, EOPS, CARE, CalWORK:s, Next Up, and SALA
Latino Student Honor Roll Celebration and Resources Fair.

AM team members were honored to participate in the 24th Annual

COA Excels at the 24th Annual Latino Student Honor Roll Celebration
and Resources Fair

On April 13, 2024, COA’s Student Services, EOPS, CARE, CalWORKSs, Next Up, and SALAAM team
members were honored to participate in the 24th Annual Latino Student Honor Roll Celebration and
Resources Fair, organized by the Oakland Unified School District. Held in East Oakland at Fremont High
School, this event drew over 1,000 students and guardians, creating an inspiring atmosphere of academic
achievement and community support. The COA team engaged attendees in discussing college enrollment
opportunities and showcased the various programs and services offered by the College.

The morning began with a warm welcome and a delightful breakfast spread, setting the stage for a day of
celebration and empowerment. The event highlighted the academic excellence and talents of Latino students,
with each honoree receiving a moment of recognition on stage, cheered on by peers and supporters.
Performances by Ballet Folklorico and students added to the vibrant atmosphere, showcasing the diverse
talents of Bay Area youth.
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BRING YOUR OWN REUSABLE BAGS!
2nd & 4th Tuesday of the Month
Behind CoA Student Center / F Building
11:30 - 1:30
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The Market at COA Returns Serving the College Community with Fresh
Produce and Grocery Staples

After a month-long hiatus, The Market at CoA returned on Tuesday, April 9, 2024, providing essential
support to our college community. On that day alone, ninety-nine student households received fresh produce
and grocery staple items, along with aiding twenty-seven staff/faculty households and three local community
households. The Market at CoA takes place on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month, from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m.

You're Invited to the Scholarship

\ COLLEGE T f Banquet
wVfey 0 o .. .
L ALAMEDA 7 “ It is time to celebrate and honor our outstanding

Aoy CoA Scholars! You are cordially invited to the
2024 Scholar’s Banquet on Monday, May 13,
2024, at 5 p.m. in the H Building lobby. This is
an evening of celebration to honor the College
of Alameda award and scholarship recipients.

If you know of a scholar that is a recent
award/scholarship recipient or that you would
like to honor, please send me their name and
contact information as soon as possible so that
we can send them a formal invite.

If you have any questions or concerns, please
contact Kawanna S. Rollins, MBA, Acting
Director, Student Activities & Campus Life,

Date: May 13

Time: 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Location: Colle of Alameda, H Building
Lobby
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CoA Celebrates Asian Pacific Islander Desi American Heritage Month

with Flavorful Cultural Event

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Asian Pacific Islander Desi American Heritage (APIDA)
Month “Oodles of Noodles” event on May 1, 2024. APIDA Heritage Month Planning Committee members
were thrilled to see such a fantastic turnout. It was heartwarming to hear that for some students, faculty, and
staff, it was their first experience trying a vermicelli bowl and boba drink. We look forward to furthering our
efforts in sharing the rich diversity of Asian cultures, traditions, and cuisines with our CoA Family!
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 Save the Date Reception

May 24, 2024 May 24, 2024 at 4:30 PM
2:00 PM in the Gym

¢ 0((ege (;j HAlameda Soccer Field Join us after the commencement ceremony for
: Visit light refreshments, appetizers & photo
opportunities!
alameda.edu/students/commencement/ PP

Congratulations Class of 2024!

This is the last Splash of the Spring 2024 Semester and academic year. The
next edition will be published in Fall 2024.

Past issues of the CoA Splash are available at https://alameda.edu/office-of-
the-president/
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